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In a word, all is sunken to the diminutive, as all was
exalted to the grand.

It is asserted that the Prussian merchants will be al-
lowed a free trade in salt and wax, I cannot verify the
fact to-day; Struensee will be too much occupied, it being
post day; but if it be true, the Maritime Company,
which at once will be deprived of salt, wax, coffee, to-
bacco, and probably of wood, cannot longer support the
burden of eighteen per cent at the least; a profit which
no solid trade can afford, and which, perhaps, Schulem-
burg himself, with all his lucrative exclusive privileges,
could not have paid, but by perplexing the treasury ac-
counts, so that the gains of one branch concealed the
deficiencies of another.

As to the silk manufactures, which are proposed to be
laid aside, I do not perceive that any inconvenience what-
ever will result from this. An annual bounty of forty
thousand rix-dollars divided among the master weavers
of Berlin, added to the prohibition of foreign silks, will
never enable them to maintain a competition. Nay, as I
have before explained to you, the very manufacturers
themselves smuggle, and thus supply more than one-third
of the silks that are used in the country; for it is easy
to conceive that purchasers will prefer the best silks,
which have more substance than, and are of superior
workrranship to, those which monopoly would oblige them
to .buy. Kot that the raw materials cost the manufac-
turer of Berlin more than they do the manufacturer of
Lyons. They both procure them from the same coun-
tries, and the former does not pay the six per cent en-
trance duty to which the Lyons manufacturer is subject;
besides that, "the German workman will labor with more
diligence than the French; nor is labor much dearer here
than at Lyons. The one receives eighty centimes an ell
for making, and the other ninety-five centimes for the
same quantity, of equal fineness, which scarcely amounts
to one and a half per cent, on the price of the silk, es-
timated at five livres the French ell. The Berlin manu-
facturer has likewise, by a multitude of local calculations
of trade, to which I have paid severe attention, an ad-
vantage of thirty per cent over the Lyons trader, at thesource.da;r read the work, which was not then
